1o F:1d comparison

The Corbin 39 in company...

... with a duo of double-ended classics

ecause the Corbin 39 has some rather unusual features

for a production yacht, it was easy to select two boats for
comparison. Very few fin-keel, skeg-rudder, double-ended
cutters have been built in series production, so the Pacific
Seacraft 40 and Valiant 40 were logical choices. All three yachts
are husky, beamy vessels with good draft, and all have a long
proven record of bluewater passages and circumnavigations.

What’s most interesting about the three designs is how alike
they are. The differences are mainly in style. The Corbin has a
somewhat flat sheer, Baltic-style stern, flush deck, and a fairly
long bowsprit. The original Valiant had a perkier sheer, Baltic
stern, traditional boxy cabin trunk, longer waterline, and an
all-inboard rig. The Pacific Seacraft has nicely balanced ends
with a British-style stern, a perky sheer, and a short sprit. Their
similarities are more in the numbers.

Robert Perry’s Valiant 40 was the first of the breed. Rather
than copy the full-keel double-enders, such as the Westsail 30,
that were popular at the time, Bob designed her with a Baltic
stern and gave her the underbody and rig of a performance
cruiser. The Valiant’s fin keel and skeg-hung rudder greatly
reduced wetted surface, her long waterline assured a moderate
displacement/length ratio, and her generous sail area gave
her the drive she needed
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Seacraft came out with the Crealock-designed 40. Having a
bit more displacement and the shortest waterline, she might
have slightly more resistance than the other two, but she
spreads more sail area to make up for it. Her fin is shorter
but she has a ventral fin running aft to the skeg, probably to
ensure directional stability in heavy going and to counter any
tendency to excess weather helm.

Assessing cruising performance is not simple with
these three. Despite her smaller sail area, the Valiant has
an efficient high-aspect-ratio mainsail that may give her
more punch to windward. However, the first Valiants had a
single-spreader rig and the double-spreader rigs of the others
may allow closer genoa sheeting. A tossup? Off the wind,
all three have long foretriangles that allow large genoas to
be set, and they should easily make hull speed and more in
brisk conditions. The Valiant’s 34-foot waterline may tilt the
scale, but the difference in hull speed between the shortest
and longest waterlines is only .3 knot. The Pacific Seacraft’s
longer ends will pick up a bit of length as she heels, so the
overall performance difference is slight and, on a long cruise,
will depend on the winds.

I have to note here that good designers and builders make

changes as designs age.
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